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Over the past 35 years, | have had the pleasure of living and teaching in Brazil, China,
Colombia, Japan, and Singapore. What | loved most about international education was the
blending of student cultures, which took the best from each nationality. American students
in Asia became more disciplined while Asian students learned to take risks and express
opinions. In Brazil, students prioritized friends and fun, balancing work and play. These
experiences enabled me to curate the best from each academic culture into a program for
our students here in the United States.

HBA provides a solid foundation in math, science, and the humanities, and also
encourages intellectual curiosity, ideological debate, and respect for the diverse
experiences and perspectives among teachers and classmates. This model worked for
Jil’s son, Bryan, who went on to do stem cell research at Stanford and receive a PhD in
Nanoengineering from the University of California, San Diego, and has worked for hundreds
of students since.

Our mission to provide an academic environment that meets the uniqueness of each
child and family has only proven to be more critical in today’s world. Researchers at
Vanderbilt observed that in the U.S. “we inherited an industrial model school system that
sometimes treats children as interchangeable widgets” and argue that education should be
more personalized to the abilities of each child. This is nearly impossible in large school
environments, public or private, but we do it here at HBA every day by working with
students and parents to create challenging and goal-oriented class schedules; engaging
students in small classes; providing individual instruction to address deficiencies and
enhance capabilities; and encouraging interests through clubs and community service. At
HBA, teachers and staff meet students where they are, then take them farther than they
thought possible.

| invite you to turn the page to see what HBA has to offer. We think you will be
impressed and hope you will become a member of the HBA community.



At HBA, we meet with every student to help them explore careers and college majors, and to
determine their course selections. We also help students to curate a resume which includes
community service, clubs, competitions, internships, and work-study to create a narrative which
makes their college applications come alive. Parents are invited to participate in this ongoing
process throughout their time at HBA.

Nick Duoto — Director of Student Services

Nick holds a degree in Kinesiology and a College Counseling Certificate from
UCSD and has been working with students at HBA since 2014. As Director of
Student Services, he helps each student to find their passion outside of the
classroom and craft their college admission narrative.

Kristen Ho — Director of International Student Services

Kristen, a UCSD graduate in economics, also holds a College Counseling
Certificate. A native of Hong Kong who speaks Cantonese and Mandarin,
she specializes in working with our Chinese-speaking families, helping them
to understand the complexities of the U.S. college application process.

When HBA junior Dmitry needed advice about choosing a STEM major, Nick called alumnus Konstantin
who graduated from UCSD in Software Engineering. He previously worked at Qualcomm and is currently
with Apple. Konstantin was able to provide Dmitry the most up-to-date information in the field.

“HBA has turned my daughter’s life around. The kids here are so accepting. She has
become interested in cultures around the world. It has been a life-changer for her.”
Caroline Baddour, mother of Allie, Class of 2024



Mathematics
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Math Chair Ethan Alvarée with Kevon Baha 2024 (UCSC) and Julia Brumer 2025

HBA believes that anyone can master math once they have grasped the fundamental concepts. We
use Al software to assess and analyze gaps in knowledge and, if necessary, reteach basics as far back
as elementary school. Time and again, we see that once students experience success, they enjoy
using their new skills.

For students who have exceptional math skills, HBA offers advanced college-level courses typically
unavailable to high schoolers, such as Multivariable Calculus, Linear Algebra, and Group Theory, in
addition to AP courses. Not only does this prepare our students for success in STEM majors at top
universities but also cultivates a deep, mathematical way of thinking that benefits them in all areas of
life.

“l am so lucky to work at HBA as a math teacher. HBA us unlike other school in that it is
full of teachers who LOVE what they do and the priority is the students’ well-being.”

Maya Hankin, Math Teacher

“Maya is the first teacher to legitimately make me enjoy
and understand math.”

Jack Chandonnet, Class of 2024

Maya Hankin
Math Teacher

“Ethan has inspired me to pursue mathematics. | love their way of teaching, their helpful
explanations and the never-ending life lessons that accompany math class. Thank you for
giving me the tools that | will forever carry with me.”

Liad Shaphir, Class of 2024, UC Berkeley Math Major







